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ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 10-11 MC-02 

ACDA-05 EUR- 12 IGA-02 AID-05 /094 W 

093245 

R 220530Z JAN 76 
EM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3429 
INFO AMEMBASSY SANA 
SECDEE 

SECRET JIDDA 0464 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PEOR, YE, SA 

SUBJECT: SAUDI/YEMENI RELATIONS 

REE (A) SANA 147, (B) DAO SAND 0016 20100Z JAN 76 

1. WE HAVE AS YET DEVELOPED NO INDEPENDENT INFORMATION 
HERE THAT THE SAG IS AWARE OF SOVIET ARMS SHIPMENTS TO 
THE YAR BEYOND THE "REPLACEMENT SHIPMENT" OF MIG 17'S, 

T34 TANKS, ETC, WHICH HAMDI TOLD THE SAUDIS ABOUT DURING 
HIS RECENT VISIT. HOWEVER, FROM REFTELS IT APPEARS THAT 
THE SAG AND THE YAR ARE NOW TALKING TO EACH OTHER AND WE 
PRESUME YAR ARMS EROM THE USSR IS A PRIME TOPIC. THIS lA A 
POSITIVE ELEMENT WHICH WAS LACKING LAST FALL AND WE BELIEVE 
THIS LACK OE COMMUNICATION WAS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTING FACTOR 
TO THE RESULTANT MINI-CRISIS IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. 

2. THERE REMAINS A DANGER OF A STRONG NEGATIVE SAUDI 
REACTION IF THE SAG SHOULD LEARN THE YARG HAS ENTERED 
INTO AN ARMS DEAL WITH THE SOVIETS SIGNIFICANTLY LARGER 
THAN THEY HAD BEEN LED TO BELIEVE. THE SAG WOULD SUSPECT 
THE YARG HAD MADE SECRET POLITICAL CONCESSIONS IN EXCHANGE 
FOR SOVIET ARMS. FROM THE JIDDA PERSPECTIVE, THEREFORE, 
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WE THINK IT IMPORTANT THAT EMBASSY SANA CONTINUE TO URGE 
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THE YEMENIS TO BE FRANK IN TALKING WITH THE SAUDIS. IF 
THEY ARE NOT, THERE WILL BE LITTLE WE CAN DO TO REPAIR 
THE RESULTANT SOURED RELATIONS. WE THINK THAT THE YARG 
LEADERSHIP SHOULD BE LEFT IN NO DOUBT ON THIS POINT. 

3. THE SAUDIS NOW FINALLY SEEM TO BE DOING WHAT WE HAVE 
LONG BEEN URGING THEM TO DO. WE CAN BEST KEEP THEM ON THIS 
PATH BY BEING AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE TO THEIR PROPOSALS 
FOR JOINT MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE YAR WHICH WE EXPECT 
WILL EMERGE DURING THE MEETINGS IN RIYADH NEXT WEEK. 

PORTER 
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